
A letter from the Borzoi Club of America concerning eyes 
and pigment. 

 

Judging the Borzoi  
The Board of the Borzoi Club of America and the Judges Education Committee would 
like the opportunity to clarify points to our breed standard by bringing attention to eye 
color and pigmentation.  
The AKC approved standard for Borzoi states: Eyes-Set somewhat obliquely, dark in 
color, intelligent but rather soft in expression never round, full nor staring, nor light in 
color, eye rims dark, inner corner midway between tip of nose and occiput.  
While there are no disqualifications in the standard for Borzoi, evaluation of faults is 
addressed by the following:  
Faults: The foregoing description is that of the ideal Borzoi. Any deviation from the 
above described dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation, keeping in mind 
the importance of the contribution of the various features toward the basic original 
purpose of the breed. 

Concerning the eye, the standard is clear stating, “eyes dark in color” and adds later, “nor 
light in color”. For this aspect, there should be no question of interpretation. A dark eye 
constitutes one where the iris is brown to the darkest shade of brown appearing almost 
black. Eyes that are blue, gray, green, are not dark nor are they “brown”.  
While blue eyes do exist in the breed in rarity, when assessing eye color, the presence of 
blue eyes, or any eye color that is not brown to dark brown would be inconsistent with 
the standard. Standard deviations are to be weighed to the extent of the variation from the 
ideal. Eyes of a color outside of that described would be a deviation that is significantly 
greater than an eye that is for example, medium brown in color.  
As for the eye rims, the standard simply states, eye rims dark. The borzoi standard does 
not provide an allowance for variation in pigment color based on coat color. On the 
description of coat the standard reads, “any color, combination of colors, is acceptable”. 



The standard also is specific that “Nose should be large and black”, again with no 
mention of deviation in pigment color for coat color variations. 
When judging Borzoi any deviation from the standard must be penalized to the extent of 
the deviation keeping in mind the importance of the contribution of the various features 
toward the basic original purpose of the breed. It is up to the individual judge to weigh 
the deviation from the standard when evaluating the Borzoi in the conformation ring.  
Thank you for your interest in our breed. Please remember the future of this very old 
breed rests in your proper evaluation when judging.


